
 The Hudson Sports Complex opening took place on September 28th, 2017. At this event, 

there was a 20 foot rock wall to climb, an inflatable slide, and even a skydiver who was hired to en-

tertain the crowd. The concession stand handed out free food such as hot dogs, chips, and water bot-

tles. At the entrance, free towels were given out as well. The sports complex consists of a soccer field, 

a football field, and a eight lane track surrounding it. There is also a long jump pit, triple jump pit, 

and water pits for steeplechase. There are also places for shot put, discus, high jump and pole vault. 

Sporting events are now taking place on the new complex.  We hope to see you all there! 

Sports Complex Opening 

By Hasan Mufti 

 The John A. Barrett Field behind the Montgomery C. Smith Intermediate School received a 

very passionate send-off on September 27th, 2017. The Barrett Field had been a very loyal partner of 

the Hudson High School. It had supported the Hudson Bluehawks since 1937, when the Barrett Field 

was formally opened. The Barrett Field attracted huge crowds for many occasions throughout the 

years. Some of these moments were the annual homecomings, bonfire, and football games. It had also 

been the site for the Hudson Bluehawks sports’ teams such as football, track, and baseball. The closing 

ceremony started with small flashbacks throughout the years from the late 1930s all the way until the 

closing days. After a long speech praising and talking about the Barrett Field, Jason Barrett carried 

the Hudson Bluehawks flag around the track during the ceremonial final lap around the John A. Bar-

rett Field track . Many of the Hudson Bluehawks followed the lap as a form of appreciating the Bar-

rett Field. The calling of the teams and its team members took the stage after the lap was finished. 

Last, but not least, the last bonfire in the Barrett Field took place where many people enjoyed the 

thrilling huge flames burning through the air and reaching an astonishing 15 feet tall! The Barrett 

Field held many great memories over the years. 
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 On Friday, September 29th, Hudson High had its Homecoming football game. The Hudson 

Bluehawks played the Glens Falls’ Bulldogs. The Bluehawks handed the Bulldogs their first loss of 

the season.   The bleachers were completely full and everyone seemed to be very impressed. The 

Bluehawks did an amazing job and gave nothing but their all. During halftime, Suman Humagain 

was crowned Homecoming King, Alicia Salvatore was crowned Homecoming Queen, Matthew Sweet

- Homecoming Prince, Maya Alvarez- Homecoming Princess, Zyan Brown- Homecoming Duke, and 

Karissa Garbarini- Homecoming Duchess. The second half of the game was just as good as the first, 

and it is safe to say that everyone had a fun night!    

 

 Hurricane Maria devastated the territory of Puerto Rico. To help provide relief, senior Maya Alva-

rez has started a Hurricane Relief Program through UNICEF. While UNICEF USA is accepting donations 

to help children affected by Hurricane Maria, they are not collecting supplies and other non-cash goods at 

the moment.  Providing monetary donations is the best and fastest way to provide assistance to victims of 

the hurricane.  Unfortunately, gifts or items have to be screened, sorted, stored, transported and delivered 

making it inefficient for them to collect these items in terms of time and money.  For this reason they are 

accepting monetary donations to help with the response to Hurricane Maria as detailed below. 

 

·         UNICEF USA will provide emergency hygiene kits -filled with essential items including water con-

tainers, buckets, soap, toothpaste, water purification tablets and sanitary pads -in order to prevent the 

spread of deadly diseases and help children and families maintain their well-being and dignity. 

·         The initial plan will support 12,000 families and approximately 36,000 children (with additional kits 

and support as needed) 

·         $28 can provide one family with a UNICEF emergency kit filled with essential hygiene items to help 

children and families stay clean and healthy. 

If you are willing to donate, please contact Maya Alvarez by email, or contact Gail Wheeler in the Writing 

Center. There will also be a cash can and envelope located in the main office and room 4 where cash and or 

checks can be donated. No amount is too small! The fundraiser will continue until Thanksgiving break. 

Hurricane Maria Relief 

By Maya Alvarez 

Homecoming Game 

By Saima Hannan 
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This the fifth year that Hudson High School has had the Kindness Club. They’re no strangers to the student 

body and the staff at  Hudson High School. Everyone knows them. They usually greet us every morning on the 

announcements and by reciting the Pledge. The staff members of Kindness Club include:  Ms. Foronda, Ms. 

Fatima, Ms. Simmons, and Mr. Bhuiyan. The student members include:  Kentavis, Jacob, Azizul, Nuzat, Jared, 

and Ashlee. They run the school store, which we have all been to at some point. That is not all they do, howev-

er. They play a very important role in the community. They’re helpers who help by spreading kindness. You can 

find them volunteering at the Animal Rescue Farm and at High and Mighty on Tuesdays. Even inside the 

school building they’re helpers. You can find them outside classroom doors serving coffee to the teachers. We 

don’t all personally know the members very well, but I promise you they’re all wonderful people! I’ve had art 

class with them before and have recently been spending some time with them in Mr. Finelli’s room, and they’re 

nothing but individual rays of sunshine! 

 You may have heard of the Special Olympics. The Kindness Club participates in the games every year, 

and it is a blast for them, to say the least. So far, they have won over a hundred medals! Kentavis has won first 

place in States for shots put and the relay team (which consists of Jacob, Kentavis, Azizul, and Jared)  has par-

ticipated in State Games twice for bocce and bowling  In fact, just recently they participated in the Special 

Olympics and brought home a bronze medal! They were 3rd out of 26 teams.  I can’t help but feel overwhelmed 

with  Bluehawk Pride! They stayed at the Hilton Hotel and ate at a Chinese buffet afterwards. The tournament 

was a blast! Going forward, they will be participating in a bowling tournament in South Glens Falls on Novem-

ber 4th. I hear our Kindness Club Bluehawks are no joke when it comes to bowling, so you can look forward to 

that. Their future goals for the Special Olympics are to participate in softball throw, because Kentavis throws 

too hard for the time being, and bring home even more medals. The ultimate goal is for at least one of the ath-

letes to make it to World Games. With the amount of effort that they put in and the solid support system that 

they have behind them, I have no doubt that they will make it! If you’re ever curious about what they’re up to, 

you can check them out on Facebook by searching for The Kindness Club of HCSD. 

 The school does not fund the Kindness Club. They fund themselves. Ninety percent of the funding 

comes from working in the school store and the remaining ten percent comes from other sources such as work-

ing at Stewart’s Shop. I won’t say it’s easy. It must be very difficult for the people behind the Kindness Club, 

such as Mrs. Foronda, to come up with all the money needed to cover the costs of all the events. The Kindness 

Club members express their experience as joyful, nevertheless. They enjoy working at the school store and vol-

unteering in various organizations. You can also find their artwork that they create with Mr. Finelli when en-

tering the Hudson High School building. Those would be the huge posters with a combination of animals and 

the surrounding environment. One on Kentavis’ favorite activities has been making fried dough, and I’m sure 

the teachers who get to try it are very satisfied! We all know of the Kindness Club, but we lack knowledge 

about their roles in the school and the community in general. This was only a brief description of the Kindness 

Club.  They do so much more for the benefit of everyone else. They’re more than just children in a classroom, 

and the staff is more than just helpers looking after those children. The school district is extremely thankful 

and proud of all that they do and accomplish. We can’t wait to see where they’ll go next! 

Kindness Club & the Special Olympics 

By Most Islam & Tahrima Siha 
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 The Multicultural Club held a Hispanic dinner party on October 23 from six to eight 

o’clock in the Hudson Senior High School cafeteria. This event was open to the public. People of 

all ages were welcomed to come and enjoy the party. Dinner was provided by Coyote Flaco. The 

menu  consisted of:  enchiladas, vegetarian burritos, chimichangas, plantains, rice, and black 

beans, which were served buffet style. There were also additional food options that were 

brought in by numerous students. Entertainment  included face painting, a coloring station for 

kids, and live musical entertainment by Josie Carrasco. Select students presented their projects 

from their Spanish classes to show their Spanish culture.  I hope everyone who attended en-

joyed the dinner and learned something! 

 Are you interested in the environment? Do you want to help save it? Then join Environ-

mental Club! It is never too late to join. Meetings start at 2:45 on the first Tuesday of every 

month. 

 Upcoming events include the Powderpuff concession and No Shave November. If you are 

interested, stop by and inform Mr. McDarby or one of the club officers. Once Spring arrives, the 

club has their flower bulb fundraiser. Wouldn’t that be a great gift for mom on Mother’s Day? 

 It also offers community service. In this club, students recycle once a month to help make 

a difference. To expand into their local community, there will be volunteer opportunities. During 

the first half of the school year, Environmental Club will be helping out at the Hudson Humane 

Society and for the second half, at Animal Kind on Warren Street. If you are interested, contact 

Mr.McDarby. 

 

Environmental Club 

By Brianna Tsitsera 

Are You Ready For a Fiesta? 

By Byonte Jones 
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 College Tuesdays are a collaborative effort between Guidance and the Writing Center. Both 

groups work together with students to navigate the Common App., answer questions, and work on 

the college admission essay. 

 Seniors, be proactive! Get busy finishing up apps and get to work on the essay because good 

writing is a process, and it takes some time to craft a piece that shows college admissions who you 

are beyond your GPA and your test scores. Come by the Writing Center Monday-Thursday to work 

individually and/or in a group. It's a lot of fun, and you will learn something about yourself in the 

process. 

 On September 20th, Mrs. Wheeler organized the trip to the CASDA College Fair at HVCC, 

which had representation from over 145 colleges. It was a great way to kick off the year and really 

get serious about college admissions. It gave the students the opportunity to gather information and 

ask lots of questions of the reps. to help students narrow down their college choices.  This is the time 

to start thinking and doing so that you will get into the college of your choice! 

 From the Common App, to your college list, to essays, to even FAFSA, Mrs. Wheeler is here 

to help! The college application process is a tedious and scary ordeal for someone new going into it, 

so any and all guidance is essential. Mrs. Wheeler does her best to make sure every student receives 

help in any way she can. Mrs. Wheeler is open to all high school students, but more seniors should 

look into receiving help from her, especially during this time of the year. 

 It is senior year for the Class of 2018, and they’re just diving into the college application pro-

cess. Many students have a grip on what the process is like, but there are many who have no clue. 

Hudson High has just the right person to help, Mrs. Gail Wheeler. Mrs. Wheeler is located right next 

door to room 5 and can help with all your writing needs. Students can find comfort in her very own 

Writing Center.  Mrs. Wheeler is here at the high school five days a week, starting at lunch and 

stays as long as a student needs help. Mrs. Wheeler is very dedicated to help seniors get into the col-

leges of their choices. She provides assistance in many different ways. Mrs. Wheeler runs College 

Tuesdays with the help of guidance counselors, Mrs. Novine and Mr. Payne. After school on Tues-

days, students have the chance to ask any questions and get any help they wish for the college appli-

cations. Essay writing and online apps are all discussed at College Tuesdays. Mrs. Wheeler also lets 

students explore their poetic sides and discover a new type of writing with Poetry Club. Poetry Club 

is located in the Writing Center during lunch on Tuesdays. Come and eat, read and write poetry, 

and have some nice conversations. Mrs. Wheeler is truly there for us Hudson High students! 

College Tuesdays 

          By Annaliese Tampasis 

The Key to Senior Year: Mrs. Wheeler 

By Sharmin Akther 
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 Welcome back everyone! Unity day for Anti- Bullying was on Wednesday October 25, 

2017. Everyone was encouraged to wear orange to represent anti- bullying. The National Unity 

Day was created to stop bullying, violence, and to spread peace and happiness. In our school, we 

often celebrate Unity Day by wearing orange, and this year we filled out orange index cards and 

sent them to the Intermediate School. Our hope is to make students think twice before hurting 

others by their words and actions.  If everyone did this, the world would be a peaceful place! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Girls’ Varsity Tennis season  just ended and we could not be happier with our rec-

ord. The team had a 9-5 win against teams like Cairo-Durham, Coxsackie, Rensselaer, Catskill, 

Maple Hill, and Chatham. The team consisted of 17 players--5 singles players, 4 doubles play-

ers, and 8 exhibition/back up players. Everyone had an important role on the team that lead to 

the success they had. 

 Through rigorous practice and training, and even taking on a whole new set of team 

members, Coach Qua made sure the tennis team was up for each challenge. Practices consisted 

of early morning runs in the heat, suicides for days, and serve practices to make our wrists sore 

for days. One could say the girls worked pretty hard.  Some of the fun memories that the girls 

shared were the bus rides, the funny inside jokes when reaching a different court, or the hilari-

ous moments at Dairy Queen. There was never a dull moment with this spectacular team. Con-

grats Lady Bluehawks! 

Go for the Goal! Girls’ Varsity Tennis Season 

By Sharmin Akther 

Unity Day at Hudson 

 By Mashuda Sultana 
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 Both of Hudson High’s Boys’ Soccer teams are off to a great start this season. The Hudson 

JV team has showed their dominance with a record of 8 wins and only 1 loss! This record is no 

doubt due to good teamwork and chemistry demonstrated by the team. Starting the season with a 

disappointing loss, the team was able to win every single game after that one. Led by Coach Jake 

Hoffman, the JV team was also able to defeat the previously undefeated Maple Hill. Additionally, 

the Boys’ Varsity Team has showed tremendous talent throughout the season. They acquired a win 

against Ichabod Crane, who play in a division above Hudson. In fact, both JV and Varsity are fresh 

from a 9-1 and 10-1 win against Taconic Hills, respectively. Led by new Head Coach Ken Hollen-

beck and assisted by Bryan MacCormack, the team is going into sectionals with a winning record. 

The team shows class and quality both on and off the field. As the Varsity Team progresses 

through the sectional games, let’s wish them the best of luck!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boys JV and Varsity Soccer 

By Ahsraful Shamrat 
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Come on down to the library if you're interested in programs outside of school or if you want to volunteer. 

The library is full of amazing classes and opportunities for community service. 

Volunteer Opportunities: 

The Ghostly Gallop 

The Gallop is an amazing opportunity for those who want to showcase their athletic abilities, help the li-

brary, or do both. The run/walk is an annual event that is open to all ages. Volunteer positions were opened 

on October 21st and 22nd.  The weather was perfect for this year’s event!  If you missed it, there is always 

next year. 

Tutoring Program for 8th Graders. 

Interested in teaching? Or want to put your academic skills to work? Then the Hudson library tutoring pro-

gram is a perfect fit for you. As a tutor, you will help 8th graders with anything they bring in. This can 

range anywhere from homework assignments all the way to projects. Help students study efficiently. Tutor-

ing is Tuesdays and Wednesday 3:30pm-5pm. If you are interested email Brenda Shufelt 

(brenda.shufelt@hudsonarealibrary.org) or Emily Chameides, the librarian. 

Local History Volunteer Needs 

Volunteers are needed to help with various activities such as: to help organize and run monthly talks on lo-

cal history, undertake research to respond to requests and inquiries, and help catalog and file local history 

documents. If interested, contact Brenda Shufelt. 

 

Classes: 

November Book Club: A Thousand Splendid Suns 

Will meet on Wednesday, November  8 at 3:30pm 

 

Medicinal Foods Workshop 

A hands-on three hour workshop on Monday, October 16 from 3:30-6pm with Wild Gather: Hudson Valley 

School of Herbal Studies, in collaboration with the City of Hudson Senior Center. They honor the medicine, 

food, fiber, and teachings from the plants that grow around and beside us. 

 

Bengali Bandhan 

Wednesdays 5-6pm 

 

Creating with Code: Teen Coding 

Thursdays 3:45 – 5:45pm 

 

Ballroom Dance 

Tuesdays, 3 – 4pm & Fridays 7 – 7pm. 

Opportunities at the Hudson Area Library 

By Ummeh Era 
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 Come April 2019, participating students from Hudson Senior High will be taking a trip to 

the country of Italy. The trip takes students all across southern Italy, and a professional tour guide 

will show them all of the best sites. Go see Mrs. Barletta if you are interested in the trip! The ha 

detailed itinerary is as follows: 

Day 1: Fly to Italy 

Day 2: Rome 

 Rendezvous with your tour guide at the airport 

Day 3: Rome 

 Guided tour through the Roman Forum and Colosseum 

 Guided tour through Vatican City: See St. Peter’s Basilica and the Sistine Chapel 

Day 4: Capri-Sorrento ` 

 Travel via Capri to the Sorrento region 

 Take a ferry to Capri 

 Take a boat cruise 

 Tour Capri 

Day 5: Sorrento Region-Taormina Region 

 Travel to Taormina Region and take a ferry to Messina 

Day 6: Taormina Region 

 See the Taormina Cathedral and the Palazzo Cathedral 

 See the Ancient Theatre of Taormina 

Day 7: Taormina Region 

 See The Godfather villages of Savoca and Forza d’Argo 

Day 8: Taormina Region-Palermo-Naples 

 Travel to Palermo 

 Visit the Cathedral of Monreale 

 Guided tour of Palermo 

 See Cappella Palatina 

 See Palazzo Normanni and the Palermo Cathedral 

 Take a Night Ferry to Naples 

Day 9: Naples-Pompeii-Rome 

 Travel via Pompeii to Rome 

 Take a guided tour of the ruins of Pompeii 

Day 10: Depart for home 

Hudson High Trip to Italy in 2019 

By Thomas Polito 
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We’ve interviewed some of the freshman to see how they are feeling about the high school, and they gave 

us some details on how it is going so far. 

Noshin Tasnim thinks that the Senior High feels a lot like the Junior High, but with more people. One 

of her goals that she has set for this year is to get a 92 or above in every class. Noshin is in a couple of dif-

ferent clubs. She is in Student Council, Environmental Club, and will be soon joining Robotics. Noshin is 

the President of the Class of 2021. Some electives that Noshin is in are Studio Art and Tech. She is not 

playing any sports at the moment. Noshin thinks that she will become successful this year. She has told 

us, “I will try to work as hard as possible.” She expected her classes to be a lot tougher. Noshin believed 

her classes would be increasingly difficult, but her superb organization and preparation for this 

year  allow her to say with great satisfaction that her classes are easier than she originally presumed. 

Neil Mingua likes all the teachers and he says the clubs the school provides are “really good.” His goal 

for this year is to be at the top of the class. Neil wants to join Robotics later on. Right now, he is doing 

jazz band. Neil is on the soccer team and later on when spring comes, he wants to do cross country. We 

asked Neil if he thinks he will be successful this year, and his answer was “I’m hopeful.” One thing that 

Neil is curious about is what the school can provide for him to be successful. He also says that he made 

some new friends. Lastly, Neil shared that he is struggling because he still needs to get used to the 

school, and it will probably get better as the school year goes on. 

Hanna Konow is a new student to this district. She says that the Senior High is nice and her experience 

here is great so far. Her goal for this year is to get good grades in every class. She is not in any clubs and 

has not looked into any just yet. Hannah is in band; that is her elective. She is not doing any sports this 

year. Hannah thinks that she is doing great so far. She is curious about what sports or clubs she can join. 

She didn’t expect to see so many students, since the last school she was in had about 15 kids in one class. 

She didn’t expect for the school to be so big either. As one of the new students this year, Hannah did 

make new friends. Hannah Konow thinks she is doing well so far. 

Hemel Debnath thinks that the High School is very complicated compared to the Junior High, but it’s 

still good. His goals this year are to get engaged and involved in extracurricular activities. Hemel is plan-

ning on joining the Environmental Club and Art Club. He’s already writing for The Owl! For electives, he 

is taking tech and studio art. Hemel is not playing any sports this year. Hemel thinks he is going to be 

successful this year. We asked him if he was curious about anything about this year, and he responded, 

“not really. But I did not expect P.E.  to be so hard.” To end his interview, we asked if he thinks he’s doing 

good so far, and his answer was, “I think I am doing excellent.” Talk about ending on a good note. 

Rylee Brown thinks that the high school is nice and she likes all of her teachers. Her goal for this year 

is to get a 85 and above in all her classes. Rylee said that she is not any clubs and does not plan on joining 

one anytime soon. Rylee is in band, and she plays the flute. She plans on playing softball in the spring 

because she has been playing for quite a while. Rylee feels that she is successful so far. When we asked 

her if she had made any friends, she explained that she did and that she is willing to make more friends 

too. When we asked what she didn’t expect about this school, she said in a shocked, yet relaxed voice, “I 

didn’t expect the teachers to be so chill!” Honestly, neither did we! Rylee isn’t really curious about much 

in this school. She states, “I’m not curious about anything yet.” Rylee Brown thinks that she is doing real-

ly well so far. 

Good luck to all of the freshman in the Class of 2021!  These are going to be four great years that will 

pass by quickly! 

Freshman Interview 

By Abida Begum and Hasiter Tonni 
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 Mr. Roberts is one of the newest additions to this year’s teachers. He is the current Health 

teacher at Hudson High. Mr. Roberts previously worked at a private school in Saratoga for two and 

a half years as a PE teacher, and he also taught at Shenendehowa as a Health teacher for one year. 

He graduated from SUNY Cortland with his Bachelors and from Canisius College with his Masters. 

Mr. Roberts grew up in Saratoga and still lives there. In his spare time, he likes to do active things 

such as hiking, biking, running, and playing sports. During his high school years, Mr. Roberts was 

active in school. He was a part of the National Honor Society and played for the school’s golf, bowl-

ing, and soccer teams. He was also president of the Physics Club. The thing that encouraged him to 

become a Health teacher was when he realized he was fascinated with health. During high school, 

Mr. Roberts was mentored by his health teacher and worked with her on many different health re-

lated topics. From there, he went on to take an internship at Cornell University on nutrition. His 

fascination drove him to spread the information he learned to kids. 

 Mr. Roberts says Hudson High is really diverse compared to the previous schools he worked 

in.  Students have  different backgrounds and learning styles. According to him, Hudson High is 

easier to settle into because it is a small school which allows him to get to know the faculty and stu-

dents well. The advice Mr. Roberts gives to students is to work hard because the effort that is put 

into work determines what comes out of it. He also adds that making mistakes is okay and learning 

from them is important. Mr. Roberts describes  the best part of his job as working with students and 

sharing information  about Health to use in the world and in their lives. On the other hand, Mr. 

Roberts says that the hardest part of his job is  planning and differentiating his lessons so all stu-

dents understand. He also says that the most important characteristic of  his job is liking kids 

and  being willing to go above and beyond to help them. An interesting and fun fact about 

Mr.Roberts is that he and his college friends created a new kind of PE game called Hantis, which is 

kind of like spikeball, or hand tennis. The creation of the game was spread through social media and 

became very popular. Mr. Roberts is open to any questions that anyone has about the game and is 

happy to encourage people to look it up and play it. We are happy to have Mr.Roberts here at the 

Hudson High and hope to see him here for many years! 

An Interview with Mr. Roberts 

By Osman Gofran 
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We are going back into the school year and students need that kick to get them going. The Students on the 

Run Recipes brings the Mango Coconut Snack Bars, which has been a classic snack over the generations. 

Consisting of all healthy and delicious alternatives to processed candy bars, these are a nice treat to take on 

the go. Prepare them the night before and grab them for a soccer game, a long day at school, or even a meet-

ing at the office! 

Ingredients: 

1 cup almonds 

1/3 cup brazil nuts 

1/4 cup roasted and salted peanuts 

1/3 cup puffed rice cereal 

2 teaspoons ground flaxseed 

1/4 cup dried mango, cut into small pieces 

1 tablespoon unsweetened coconut 

3 tablespoons honey 

3 tablespoons brown rice syrup 

1/2 teaspoon vanilla 

Pinch of salt 

Directions: 

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Spray a large bowl and spatula with baking spray. Line an 8 x 8 inch 

baking pan with parchment paper. 

2. Spread the almonds and brazil nuts in a single layer in the baking pan. Bake until toasted and fragrant, 

about 10 minutes. 

3. Coarsely chop all of the nuts and place them in the prepared bowl. Add the cereal, flaxseed, mango, and 

coconut. Stir until combined. 

4. In a medium saucepan over medium-high heat, heat the honey and brown-rice syrup until it reaches 260 

degrees on a candy thermometer. Add vanilla and stir. Pour the mixture over the nut mixture and stir to 

combine. 

5. Pour the mixture into the prepared baking pan, and using the spatula, press the mixture into the pan so 

that it is even. Let pan sit at room temperature for 30 minutes. Cut into bars, wrap individually in plastic 

wrap and store in a sealed container for up to two weeks. 

Students on the Run Recipe 

By Sharmin Akther 
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 Dare Me, by Eric Devine, follows the personal experiences of Ben, a perfectly normal high 

school senior, after he pulls an amazing car-surfing stunt with his buddies Ricky and John.   They 

record and post anonymously on YouTube, hoping to become “weblebrities.” The video of the stunts 

becomes popular at the boys’ high school and a mysterious Craigslist personality dubbed “O.P.” of-

fers the boys a contract for filming 10 dares a month in exchange for money.  The boys willingly 

agree to do this. When he’s not filming dares, Ben works as a pizza-delivery guy at “the Pizza Store 

& More” and longs to be with popular co-worker Alexia, who’s in an abusive relationship. His re-

flections on certain school subjects become more penetrating as the ante ups with each completed 

dare.  Trev, the cameraman,  is a nerd and a target for bullies, but he’s also extremely smart and a 

quick thinker. As the stunts continue, Ben begins to have his doubts on whether getting money 

from completing the increasingly dangerous dares is worth it. Further complicating matters, Ben’s 

dad is fired from his job at the local plant and is willing to search for a different job by moving 

homes, while Ben’s sister wants to do a paper on their macho antics for her college Psychology 

class. Filled with hauntingly detailed descriptions of Ben’s encounter doing each increasingly dan-

gerous dares (such as jumping off a bridge), Dare Me provides readers with a sense of shock, thrill, 

and the occasional shiver up their spines.       
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