
 

 The Robotics’ Team recently finished up their astounding season for the year. For 

the past fifteen years, the Robotics’ Team has participated in the FIRST Robotics Competi-

tion, which comes with a new challenge every year. This year’s challenge was called Desti-

nation: Deep Space. It portrayed the robots on another planet. Their goal was to load cargo 

(bouncy balls) into the rocket ships and cargo ships within about a minute and a 

half.  Robots also had the option of attaching hatches and panels onto the rocket and cargo 

ships for additional points. As the time began to countdown, robots would make their way 

back to their starting platforms, followed with an attempt of a first, second, or third level 

climb. To alleviate the pressure of accomplishing all of the tasks by one robot, each robot 

was in a group with two other teams, called an alliance. Each alliance versed one other alli-

ance at a time to determine the rankings of all teams. 

 The team attended two competitions: the Tech Valley Regional at RPI and the Cen-

tral Valley Regional at Utica. The team played hard at both competitions, performing best 

at Utica. While they did well at RPI, unfortunately, the robot was not selected on an alli-

ance but ended up being the seventh seated alliance (out of eight) at the Central Valley Re-

gional. This meant they were the ones who were able to pick their alliances for the playoffs. 

Although the team and robot fought hard, they were eliminated in the quarterfinals. None-

theless, the Robotics’ Team did an amazing job assessing their robot and overall, had a won-

derful and fun season! 
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 On March 8, the Hudson High School/Elementary Band and Junior High Choir members partici-

pated in the Columbia All County Band Festival hosted by Taconic Hills High School. On March 6, the 

rehearsal was vigorous and intense. The musicians and vocalists all did wonderful, making the night one 

to remember. The audience was filled with supportive family members, teachers, and friends. The at-

mosphere was vibrant and each piece was spectacular. The students should all be proud of their hard 

work. 

 The highly selective high school band performed three pieces: American Barndance, Symphonic 

Gershwin, and The Thunderer. Each piece had a level of difficulty of its own and represented a challenge 

for the students to accomplish. At the concert, each of the groups from all the different schools in the 

county came together and put on a performance with great effort and determination. It was a night to 

remember!   

 The Hudson High Student Council has been making strides to better our high school. Every 

Thursday, they meet to discuss issues concerning the school and how to improve them. Student Council 

is led by Mrs. Factor and Mrs. Abitabile. With twenty-four members consisting of Freshmen, Sopho-

mores, Juniors and Seniors, they work to innovate the school. They’ve focused on four main projects to 

improve the school. So far, they’ve completed two of them. Thanks to the school, hand sanitizer dispens-

ers are located at various spots throughout the building. Additionally, they’ve gotten the shower heads 

placed in the girls’ locker room and replaced the soap dispensers. Student Council is currently working 

on opening up the school courtyards. They are working on issues concerning capacity and academic re-

quirements for students. The last project that the Student council is working on is getting a statue to 

boost morale and spirit and improve the look of the school. Student Council is also working on a seminar 

for Juniors about college readiness. Interestingly, this seminar will be run by students, rather than 

adults. This is because the information coming from the mouth of a student resonates better with other 

teens. We hope to alleviate some of the stress that comes with Junior year. Additionally, the Student 

Council is planning events for Spirit Week and Field Day. There are many things to look forward to 

in the upcoming weeks. If you have any ideas to contribute, please contact the Student Council. 

The Student Council 
By Ahsraful Shamrat 
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 The beginning of Friday, March 14th, 2019 ushered into existence one 

of Hudson Senior High School’s unique and entertaining competitive 

events―Pi Day! Every year, on the date of March 14th, the Hudson High 

School Math Club honors the mathematical value known as Pi by celebrating 

its importance to mathematics and how it holds particular importance to this 

specific date (both of which are written the same numerically: 3.14). The 

Math Club accomplishes doing this by holding a scavenger hunt in which dif-

ferent solvable math equations are posted throughout the school so that stu-

dents may see them, solve them, and submit their answers in the hopes of 

winning movie tickets. Most notably, however, the Math Club holds a very 

special Pi recitation competition in which students have the ability to win 

free pie by reciting at least 10 digits of Pi while pie supplies last. This year, 

the most digits of Pi were recited by senior Olivia Elliott, who was able to re-

cite 41 digits of pi! Not too far behind Olivia’s top record was sophomore Neil 

Mingua who had been able to recite 30 digits of Pi. Pi Day is an excellent day 

for opportunity in the high school as it offers a vast array of mathematical 

events that students of any age, any IQ, and generally any walk of life can 

partake in to increase their mathematical knowledge and possibly, even make a few friends. 

  Congratulations to Junior, Deja Beuford.  Deja received the MVP of 

the Patroon Conference in girls’ basketball!  Mrs. Brust and Mrs.  

Spensieri secretly decorated Deja’s locker, which can be seen on the 

second floor near Mrs. Factor’s room.  Deja is an amazing and talented 

player who has much potential and will continue playing girls’ basket-

ball for Hudson High.  Make sure to catch her in action!   

 On March 21, 2019, the Sophomore class went to Columbia Greene Community College for Career 

Day. A few weeks before going, they completed a form. There were three boxes and each student would chose 

three careers of their choice. For each career, there was a 40 minute lesson about what the career was about, 

how much money on average a person makes, and what it’s like to have this career. After the three lessons, 

student went to lunch before they attended the college fair. At the college fair, there were many colleges rep-

resented including Sage, Clarkson, Elmira, and more. Students walked around and asked questions to rep-

resentatives about the colleges that interested them. This day helped students to determine possible career 

choices and colleges to further their education after leaving Hudson High.   

Pi Day 

By Hemel Debnath 

Deja Beauford Day 

Career Day 
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 It is now 2019, a new set of Seniors will graduate from this amazing school. Some feel a little up-

set; others feel relieved that they are leaving high school and entering the real world. High school is all 

about making memories, having fun, making realizations, and most of all, getting ready to live the rest of 

your life in the real world. Before they leave this school for good, I wanted to interview them. I was curious 

to know their input on how they spent their high school years and how it went for them. 

Gabriella Cozzolino 

The first senior I interviewed was Gabriella Cozzolino. She is 17 years old, and she explained that her 

high school experience was long but good. She had most of her good memories in the clubs and sports she 

participated in. One bad memory she had was the stress surrounding tests. When I asked her about what 

she wanted to be, Gabriella said that she wants to attend Columbia Greene to figure that out; however she 

is considering Communications/ History fields. Now that Gabi is a Senior, she said that one thing she 

would tell her freshmen self would be to learn studying tactics early on and to not procrastinate as much. 

Gabriella said for students that are struggling mentally and academically, do not stress too much and 

don’t  be afraid to ask for help. One of her biggest pet peeves about this school was the fact people are al-

ways focused about what other people have to say.  She says to focus on yourself. Gabriella said if there 

was anything this school needed to change it was the girls’ bathroom mirrors.  She also said that the 

school should pay more attention to girls’ sports as much as they do with the boys’. Lastly, she had a few 

words for the youth and that was, “work hard!” 

Denise Bell 

The second senior is Denise, and she is 17 years old as well. She said that high school taught her who her 

real friends. One of her favorite moments in high school was when she was attacked by a bird in the hall-

ways, “Even though I was being attacked, I thought of it as the most funniest thing ever.” When she grows 

up she wants to go to Hudson Valley and become a dental hygienist. For students who are struggling men-

tally, Denise says to keep going because it’s going to be worth it coming to school, and to not give up. One 

thing she would tell students that are struggling academically is to do your work, “it’s not that hard.” Af-

ter high school,  she wants to be living her best life. One of Denise’s pet peeves was that staff members are 

too nosy sometimes and “need to mind their business”. As for something she would like to change in this 

school, it is the bathroom mirrors. Lastly, her few words for the youth was, “ Don’t change who you are for 

this school.” 

Kristen O'Connell 

The third senior was Kristen O’Connell, and she is 18 year olds. She described her high school experience 

as having ups and its downs.  For her, it was an average experience. One of her favorite memories was 

when she and Malaysia were loitering at a cafe and got a lot of school work done. After that, they went to 

a very expensive restaurant on Warren. One bad memory was when Kristen and Sarah got into a bit of 

dispute, and Malaysia just got up and stormed off out of the room. “Yeah that was bad.” When Kristen 

grows up she wants to go to Johnson & Wales in Rhode Island and become a criminal phycologist. For stu-

dents who are struggling academically and mentally, she says, “Be patient, find something that calms you 

down and keep going.” Kristen says that from freshman year, she had a drastic change. During Freshman 

year she was this social butterfly, then during Junior year, she closed herself off from people, and now 

she’s much better. One pet peeve of hers is that some students like to be nosey.  She says to focus on your-

self. One thing she would like to change about this school is the bathroom mirrors. Kristen O’Connell’s last 

few words for students are  “I am praying for you children. Stop with the negativity, focusing on guys, and 

live life.”   
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Aysha Jesmin 

 

The last senior I interviewed was Aysha, and she is 17 years old. One of her favorite moments in this school 

was walking into EMT for the first time.  She really enjoyed the environment. One bad memory was the sepa-

ration of certain friends.  When she grows up, she doesn't know what college wants to go to, but for now she 

wants to be an EMT. One thing she would tell her freshman self would to be stop being afraid of people, “say 

hi.” For students who are struggling mentally and academically, she says, “Breath, and move on; being sad is a 

waste of time.” Aysha would say that she changed over the years and is now more outgoing.  She went from-

being an introvert to now just “livin”. One pet peeve of Aysha is how judgmental people are. One thing she 

would like the school to change would be the classroom positions. She believes that if the desks are put in a 

circular position “the way Mrs. Abitable sets up her desks” is the best for education. Lastly, her few words to 

the youth are, “Your time is the most important time.” 

 Student teachers are people who are taking their first 

step towards teaching. We currently have a few student teachers 

working in different classrooms in Hudson. Sam Reed, aka Mr. 

Reed, is one of those teachers. He is from Brookline, right out-

side of Boston.  He has made his way, with a love of literature 

and kids, to Hudson with the goal of becoming the type of teach-

er that can show them that studying English can be fun. At the 

same time, he would like to become a published author. Already, 

he is writing online articles for the web journal “Are you Syri-

ous,” about refugee rights in Europe. He even spent some time 

teaching in a refugee camp in Greece before coming to Hudson. 

One thing Mr. Reed wants students to know is that teachers 

have good intentions and most likely entered their line of work 

because they wanted to help students, so students should not be 

afraid to ask for help if they need it. Mr. Reed said one thing he 

has noticed since teaching in Hudson is the close relationship 

that many teachers have with their students and the supportive 

community around the school. He said that teaching in Hudson 

has been a great experience, and he hopes to find a job in a 

school next year that has a similarly positive community. 

Senior Interview Class of 2019 
continued 

Student Teacher~ Sam Reed 
By Autumn Kudlack 
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 Change Your Thinking, Change Your Life¨ is a nonfiction book by Canadian-American motiva-

tional public speaker and self-development author, Brian Tracy. It was first published in 2003. This book 

is an explosion with facts, sagacity and potency. The author tried his best to explain how to dramatically 

improve yourself. The author also included step by step instructions you could use to metamorphose your 

thinking about yourself and your future. In addition, 

this book will encourage you to acquire the highest suc-

cess in every individual portion of your life including 

personal, social and financial aspects. Every chapter is 

based on unique concepts and vivid explanations. On top 

of that, the author also gave examples about successful 

people and how they achieved great success in their life. 

 Brian Tracy is a #1 New York Times bestselling 

author. He wrote at least seven books and most of the 

books are motivational and inspire people to do hard 

work until victory comes. Change Your Thinking, 

Change Your Life is one of the best book that someone 

could read to become more active in their life. Even eve-

ry single line in this book related to reality. From my 

own opinion, I could say most of the novel is significant. 

One of the lines from the book that is extremely true 

about this contemporary universe is, ¨There are two ma-

jor sources of value in the world of work today. The first 

is time and the second is knowledge.¨ 

Change Your Thinking, Change Your Life by Brian Tracy 

By Rida Farzana 
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