
On April 11th, poet and playwright, Dave Johnson, visited Hudson High and 

worked with students during English classes.   Dave has written several poems 

and plays that have been published around the world, including Movin’ and Bap-

tised To The Bone.  Since students are reading Shakespeare’ s works, Dave did 

several activities that came from Shakespeare’s plays.  Students wrote poems and 

shared them.  They will also see Macbeth acted out by Shakespeare & Company 

from Lenox, Massachusetts on April 22.   These are great learning opportunities 

and a good time was had by all who were fortunate enough to be in a Dave John-

son workshop.   
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a 

race designed for children.  If you 

wish to participate, contact Ms. 

Zincio or a SADD Club member 

for a free registration. Do not 

miss out on this event!   

The 15th annual Sean’s Run is 

this weekend on April 23 and 24, 

2016, in Chatham, N.Y. The 5K is 

a “perennial pleaser,” and is a 

named in memory of Sean Pat-

rick French, a 17 year old Chat-

ham High School student who 

tragically lost his life January 1, 

2002 as the passenger in a drunk

-driving crash. Sean’s Run has 

brought people together from all 

over the county for the last 14 

years and hopes to do the same 

this year. This year’s run is dedi-

cated to the memory of Christo-

pher F. Stewart, a 17 year old 

Shenendehowa High School Stu-

dent killed by an intoxicated driv-

er on December 1, 2012. In addi-

tion to the 5K, there are a num-

ber of other events over the week-

end. Sean’s Ride will take place 

on Saturday, and Sunday will 

have the Battle of the Belts, a fun 

competition to increase teenage 

seatbelt use, and Meghan’s Mile, 

On April 14th, the school’s two Envirothon teams traveled to Fishkill to compete against coun-

ties around the area. The topics this year were Forestry, Aquatics, Wildlife, Soils, the yearly 

current issue (this year’s being about Invasive Species), and the Problem Solving Oral. Hudson’s 

team 2 placed  second in County and Hudson’s team 3 placed 4th 

in County. Sadly, neither team is heading to States, but there is 

always next year! 

 The Hudson High School Robotics team is officially going to the World Championship in St. Louis, 

Missouri. They will be taking a 20 hour bus ride to the competition. The competition will begin on April 

27th and will end on April 30th. Alongside the FIRST Robotics Competition will be the Lego League Jr., 

the Lego League, and the Tech Challenge. All of these competitions will be played simultaneously in the 

playing arena. The competition will be held at the Edward Jones Dome, which is where the St. Louis Rams 

football team plays. The Hudson Robotics team will be playing against the best of the best. The team is 

very hopeful and is determined to take home the win!   

Robotics’ Team Is Off to St. Louis to Compete 
By Ahsraful Shamrat 

Sean’s Run 2016 
By Saima Hannan 

Envirothon 

      By Brianna Tsitsera 

The Owl Page 2 



there is four way girls and four 

way boys so start picking which 

team you would like to repre-

sent.  Many teachers will be there 

to help set up and keep every-

thing organized so students, be 

on your best behavior and have 

fun with the teachers. Field day 

is designed by students to provide 

a fun and exciting way to work 

together and get to know each 

other more.  Just hope for good 

weather! 

Hudson Senior High School is 

once again hosting its fun and 

fulfilling field day! On May 12th, 

the student’s will go outside and 

enjoy activities from live music, 

chalk drawing contests, outdoor 

game competitions and a lot 

more. Student Council is a group 

of teenagers, representing 9th 

graders to 12th graders, who get 

together to organize multiple 

events and Field Day is one of the 

many. Student Council will be 

preparing for Field Day by send-

ing out Google forms online to 

vote for what teams students 

would like to be in for the famous 

“Kickball Tournament” and “Tug 

of War.” Many activities will be 

available from hacky sack, chalk 

drawing, ladder ball, corn hole 

and bean bag toss, badmiton, boc-

ce ball, can jam, ultimate frisbee, 

soccer, and even a dance party 

with live music Students will 

have to sign up in advance for 

kickball and tug of war. 

There will be two teams per 

grade for kickball. For tug of war, 

 

room. Game Club is important 

because it stimulates high order 

thinking skills and stresses ac-

ceptable social skills. It is a great 

place to make new friends and 

meet like-minded people.  The 

Game Club is open to new people 

and is always accepting new 

members. 

The Hudson High School Game 

Club started their activities three 

years ago and have attracted an 

impressive amount of members. 

They meet on Fridays from 2:37 

to 4:30 and there are over 25 

members. They play various 

games of various genres. Some 

games they play include: Magic: 

The Gathering, Scrabble, Sorry, 

Trouble, Connect 4, Dungeons & 

Dragons, and many more. They 

have competitive tournaments of 

Magic: The Gathering every other 

Friday and have special prizes. 

The prizes include special Magic 

cards, courtesy of Kirwan’s Game 

Store. The club and activities are 

run by its only facilitator, Mr. 

Renner, and takes place in his 

Hudson High School Field Day, 2016 

By Sharmin Akther 

Game Club 
By Ahsraful Shamrat 
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On Friday April 9th, twenty eight 

Hudson High School seniors, two 

class advisors, one principal, and 

one safety officer traveled to 

Frost Valley YMCA for the Hud-

son Class of 2016 Senior Trip. 

This Senior Trip was particularly 

important because it is the first 

senior trip to take place in ten 

years. Frost Valley is located in 

Claryville, New York, and nestled 

in the Catskill Mountains. The 

twenty eight students were split 

into groups of two, and were 

forced to come out of their com-

fort zone and explore new 

heights...literary. Some of the 

activities that the students at-

tended were the Giant Swing, 

where one experiences one G of 

force as he or she drops down 

from his or her harness; Leap of 

Faith, where one jumps out of a 

tree, and Ziplining. Both groups 

had one instructor who stayed 

with them for the entirety of the 

trip. Aside from all the thrilling 

activities, there were also nights 

of games such as Minute to Win 

it,  naturistic hikes across the 

Catskills, karaoke, and s'mores 

by the fireplace. Students were 

provided with yummy food and a 

great setting.  Although the 

weather was not in their favor, 

the freezing temperatures did not 

stop the bonding or the memo-

ries.  Hot Hands, hats, ski pants, 

and mittens were the fashion for 

those three days. The Senior Trip 

proved to be one of the last mo-

ments where all the seniors were 

together, before college, and be-

fore the chaos of graduation. It 

was a time for bonding, strength-

ening friendships, and making 

long lasting memories. 

Class of 2016 Senior Trip 

By Ramisa Tasnim 
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The first weekend of April brought with it the Hudson High School’s production of 

Disney’s The Little Mermaid. Performed by a stellar cast, the classic Disney story 

was brought to life with beautiful backdrops, engaging songs, and amazing acting. 

This marked the final production to be directed by Mrs. Andrea Mastrianni, the 

Hudson High School Choir Director, as this year she will be retiring. Congratula-

tions to the cast, crew, directors, and especially Mrs. Mastrianni on a job well done. 
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 Mr. Abitable is a former alumni of Hudson High School. He was in the graduating class 

of  1994. He was an athlete who played basketball, baseball, football, and tennis. His team made it 

to the semi-finals during his sophomore, junior, and senior years. His  father was a teacher and it 

inspired him to enter the teaching profession.. Mr. Abitabile’s father  taught in Germantown, and he 

remembers specific days that his father would bring him to school on a rare day, when Hudson did 

not have a snow day but Germantown did. He would sit in the back of the class. Growing up, educa-

tion was always “just really important and it was something that I had always wanted to do,” he 

said. Mr. Abitable always wanted to be a P.E. teacher because he was a good athlete, but he realized 

math was a much better field for him to pursue. For many years he coached basketball, baseball, 

and football. 

 He graduated from SUNY Cortland and Saint Rose. Mr. Abitabile was a math teacher for 

Catskill for two years, and Hudson High School for seven years. Being from Hudson, he knew the 

community well, had a tremendous experience at Hudson High School and wanted to recreate that 

environment. He wanted  to do more to help the school and saw things that could be improved.  He 

wanted to try to make a school where students would want to attend. His focus was to raise the 

graduation rate and make the school the best it can be. He says that school spirit has a lot to do with 

positive attitude and is the key to sustainability. He started a Twitter account to keep followers up-

dated on school activities and upcoming events. Mr. Abitabile thinks the Capital Project is a wonder-

ful idea, but is sad to see the field go. This project will provide the district with more money and 

build a track field for the students who participate in track. He believes that education is never fin-

ished and there is always more to learn. 

 Mr. Abitabile wants to challenge the teachers and encourage them to grow as professionals. 

He wants students to take more classes and believes another world language should be introduced 

and electives in all departments should increase. Bringing back courses and teaching positions will 

improve the school's status. Electives such as engineering, foreign language, business, and moral 

aspects of social media should all be brought back. An increase in AP and college courss would also 

help students. One sport in particular he wishes to reintroduce is the swim team. 

 In his spare time he enjoys woodworking and running, both of which helps him relax and 

clear his mind. He also enjoys going down to his summer house in Cape Cod with his family. He con-

siders himself a very open person, but ironically is not a big fan of large crowds. He says that it is 

wonderful to see his son, now in Pre-Kindergarten, starting school in the building that he also start-

ed school.   

 An interesting fun fact about Mr. Abitable is that he comes from 

an Italian family, and it is very typical to name sons after their father. 

His grandfather's name is Tiney, which was later given to him. He is 

known as “little Tiney,” while his grandfather, aged 94, is known as “Big 

Tiney”. Mr. Abitable is looking forward to the continued success of Hud-

son High. He wants to help the student body grow and develop into its 

full potential. 

Faculty Flashback with Mr. Abitabile 

By Farzana Akhter 
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Early this April, things were a little out of whack. Instead of April showers bringing May flowers, it was 

April snowstorms, bringing in icy platforms. Aside from the weather, Hudson students were about to re-

ceive their own spring surprise. The students of the Arts and Humanities classes took a trip to the Mills 

and Vanderbilt mansions in Hyde Park. The first stop was the Mills Mansion. At this grandiose palace, 

worthy of American royalty, Hudson students were greeted by a man dressed as an early 20th century 

butler. He gave a quick tour while explaining the ins and outs of the upper echelon lifestyle. After the 

tou,r Hudson students participated in an activity where they acted out the hiring process of a maid in the 

early 20th century. Here Hudson students learned the power of positive discrimination, and how assimi-

lation has changed the way Americans view each other. 

 The next stop was the Vanderbilt Mansion. This imposing structure boasts 54 rooms, but is the 

smallest of all of the Vanderbilt homes that were erected across the nation. It was only a seasonal home, 

too small for big balls and gatherings, but today we would regard it as a mansion. This relic of the Gilded 

Age boasts some of the most beautiful architecture and original furniture from this era. Hudson students 

could not fathom how exuberant multi-millionaires could regard this mansion as a seasonal cottage. 

The Mills and Vanderbilt Mansions 

By Danny Gelles 
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